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CALL TO SUPPORT OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY

FESTIVE SEASON MARKET

O

ur first Norscot Koppies and Kingfisher Nature
Reserve community market is being held on
Sunday the 13th of December from 9H00 to
15H00. Entrance is at the Kingfisher Drive gate and
secure parking is on the corner of Witkoppen Road and
Kingfisher Drive.

w Whole de-boned gourmet chickens, stuffed with
delicious fillings – ideal for your holiday dinners.
w Great tasting freshly made homemade samosas.
w Glass and giftware as well as ceramic wine coolers,
platters and dinnerware.
w Baby clothes, unique little girls dresses, adult aprons
and slippers.
w Covid-19 Masks.
w Bee hotels, bird feeders and bird seed bells.
w Homemade brooms and feather dusters as well as
padded dog baskets of all sizes.
w Nurture and Nature Montessori preschool will be there
to tell you all about their preschool.
w They will have colouring in and playdough to keep the
children busy.
Looking forward to welcoming you all

Entrance is free but donations to the reserve
are always welcome.
Come along and buy your Christmas presents, mingle
with the neighbours, buy a boerewors roll or bring a
picnic blanket and pack a lunch and just enjoy the park.
The following tables will be there for you to browse:
w The Toy Lady with beautiful imported toys and
Christmas decorations.
w Homemade cakes and ice cream.

Sue Glanville, Chairperson, NKKNR
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Charlie’s
Chicken Roll Factory
Whole De-boned Gourmet Chicken, stuffed with
delicious fillings.
You don’t have to worry about what’s for Dinner and
impress your family & guests at the same time. Product is
frozen just defrost and pop in oven and WHOLA!!
What a delicious dish for the festive season!!!
Contact
Tel: Sonja – 076 969 9079
Web: www.Charliechickenfactory.co.za
Email: Sonia@charliechickenfactory.co.za
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
charlieschickenrollfactoryfourways/

Tel: 082 824 6610
E-mail: brigittevonponcet@gmail.com
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RESERVE CHIT CHAT

basket which was then attached back up into the tree and the mother
returned to the newly situated nest to continue her life of caring and
nurturing. Mum, baby and new nest are all doing well. Thank you to Irene
from C.A.R.E. for an inventive and extremely successful plan.

An update on the “runaway duiker”: 3 weeks ago, a male went
a-wandering. He was seen in the early hours of the morning, sauntering
along West Way, apparently with not a care in the world. He wasn’t
sighted during the day but much later was cornered in the carpark of
the Kingfisher Dog Park by 2-3 Nightguard vehicles, gently captured and
covered with a blanket and joyously returned to the Nature Reserve.
Nightguard has perfected this process. They are gentle and caring and
we thank them enormously. This little one was released and has been
seen regularly since drinking water from the two troughs just below our
fence.

Number Two:
In all the buffeting wet windy wild nights two very young grey mousebirds
were dislodged from their nest and rescued by a local resident, Paul Eden.
Worried about their wet state he dried them with a hairdryer (!!!!) and
then made contact with Irene who came to the party again. She nurtured
them until they were stronger and they have now have been released into
the Nature Reserve and are most happy in their new location.
Firstly – thank you to our observant and caring Community and to Irene
from C.A.R.E. who will always make a plan to “re-home” these lost souls.
The Nature Reserve is delighted to be their haven.

Thank you Nightguard and your Knights in shining armour!!
A couple of hairy humorous stories in the buffeting weather we’ve been
having. I do check our bamboo housing estate in the mornings with great
fear and trepidation but they all appear to be competent builders and
safely survive the storms. However,
Number One:

I am beginning to sound like a stuck record but for the past two open
days we have needed to shut early due to a lack of sitters. We know that
a huge amount of our CommUnity enjoy the Nature Reserve and we’d love
to keep it open (2nd and last Sundays of the month) for the full time but
we appear to have no support in this respect from other than the staunch
few. PLEASE HELP. It need only be 2 hours once a month – we really need
assistance.

Recently a local resident had to lop off
many branches of a tree in his garden that
was encroaching on his neighbour. This
was carried out by a private contractor and
the end result was a Hadeda nest which
had become dislodged with its young
occupant. This plight was reported to Irene
of C.A.R.E. in Douglasdale who hotfooted
it to the location with her assistant.
The baby and nest were relocated into a

Mary Borkett, vice chairman

As I was retrenched during the Covid lock-down
period I needed an alternative way of making
money so I started an exciting venture making
yummy ice-creams, namely Honey Vanilla,
Salted Caramel, Coffee, Liquorice and Belgium
Chocolate.
I look forward to providing you with
my delicious ice-creams.
katishomemadegoodies@gmail.com or
Facebook: katishomeladegoodies.
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Security Update
Goodwin Global and the CommUnity have worked long and hard
to find the best solution to secure our environment, being that of
the Reserve’s perimeters, in the most unobtrusive and effective
way possible. We made our submission to Johannesburg City
Parks (JCP) to permit Goodwin Global to make the installation,
as JCP requested. We answered all their questions/queries and
we have NOW been told we have to approach the Johannesburg
Road Agency (JRA). Please bear with us while we navigate our
way through this minefield and never fear, we are doing our best
to finalize this so the installation can be up and running in the
new year.
Thank you Goodwin Global for your continued support.
Sue Glanville, Chairperson

Bird of the Month

© Alan Perring

The Thick-billed Weaver (Amblyospiza albifrons), or Grosbeak Weaver,
is a distinctive and bold species of weaver bird that can be found in the
reserve especially around the Kingfisher dam. The male constructs a
distinctive nest which is compact, woven with thin strips of reeds and
hung between the upright stems of reeds. It is globe-shaped with the
entrance (unlike other weaver nests) near the top and facing to the side.
The Thick-billed Weaver feeds on the ground, and on the wing mainly on
invertebrates, seeds and nectar.

Sensible Risk Solutions (Pty) Ltd
Insurance and Investment Broker
Sensible Risk Solutions are a traditional insurance
brokerage who a have facilities with over 20
insurers, ranging from Santam, OMI, Hollard,
etc to specialist insurers. We specialise in Body
Corporates and small to medium size businesses.
For a free quote please call:
Rob Moody – 082 453 9221 or
Henry Ansara – 083 628 9901.
Website: www.thesensiblecrowd.com
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A SHORT HISTORY OVERVIEW…
T
his is a short historic overview of the
various animals that occur in and have been
introduced into the Norscot nature reserve over
the past 30 years. Many of the animals that
occurred naturally in the area were either hunted
or pushed out of the area early in the 1900s.
Quarrying activity in the reserve area was also
attributed to the pushing out of local wildlife.

be fortunate enough to see one.

Dassies
Dassies have been not only in the reserve but in
the area naturally for as long as research shows.
In earlier days there were predators that preyed
on the dassies managing their numbers. With
the surrounding urban environment predators
are long gone. Rock Dassies are mixed feeders.
They browse on leaves, twigs of trees and shrubs
in the park. When food is scarce dassies turn to
grass. Managing the dassies in the reserve is an
ongoing programme.

Actual photo of the first young Common Duiker born in
the reserve in April 2003.

Blesbok
Two immature males were introduced into the
park in December 2001 and in December 2002 a
female was introduced. Initially from the Golden
Harvest Retirement Village she was injured and
taken to recover at Rietvlei nature reserve. Post
recovery she was released into the Norscot nature
reserve. At the time of release into the reserve
she was 10 months old. In July 2002 another
female was procured from the Golden Harvest
herd. She was pregnant on arrival at the Norscot
nature reserve and later gave birth to a male. The
herd prospered in the park and grew to around
19 animals by the time they were relocated in
2013/14 due herd’s grazing requirements. Two
female Blesbok, a mother and her offspring, can
still be seen in the reserve.

©Tracking the Wild

Common Duiker
A pair of Duiker was re-introduced into the
reserve in 90/91 from the Sandton Rietvlei nature
reserve. The original male died in 1999 without
producing any young. In 2000 the reserve procured
another pair of Duiker from the Johannesburg zoo.
The first young Duiker was born in the reserve
in April 2003. Duiker did occur naturally in the
reserve and in the surrounding area. If you keep
your eyes open whilst walking the trail you may

©britannica.com

To be continued in our February edition…
Simon Rees, committee member
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SPIDER WALK WITH THE SPIDER
CLUB OF SOUTHERN AFRICA
On the 18th of November our club visited the Norscot Koppies and
Kingfisher Nature Reserve.
Going spidering with fellow member and professional like Astri is just
such an eye-opening experience as she teaches us HOW to find these
spiders that usually elude most of us. They are there, we just don’t know
how to find them!
Upon entering the reserve, before we had even started searching, Astri
went off looking through termite/ant piles and found a Sand diver/
Termite feeder (Ammoxenidae).
We had quite a few children join us on the day, what a pleasure to see
their enthusiasm. Children bring something so unique to our walks and
we have also noticed that they tend to find the most spiders. They really
dive right in and get down on the ground and look for our 8-legged
friends. Not only did we find a lot of spiders but we also found so many
other insects. The list of our finds is too long to mention in this short
article.
Should you be interested in joining us in the future please contact me
directly.
By Caren Neal (caren@nicholsonsmith.co.za)

Advertising in this Community News
There is a nominal fee which goes towards
maintaining the reserve (details are available
from Sue Glanville). Should you wish to place
an advert please contact Sue who will give you
pricing and specifications. Email Sue Glanville
on: sue.glanville62@gmail.com

Glanville on 072 435 7064 or email
sue.glanville62@gmail.com to discuss.
Gate sitters are always in demand!
This involves checking visitors in and out of
the reserve for a duration of two hours on the
Open days.
You can also assist once a month – whatever
suits your diary.

Donations to the Reserve are always welcome
Nedbank Epsom Downs, Account number
1522 095381, Branch code 152205

Follow us on the Web and Facebook:
www.norscotkoppies.co.za
www.facebook.com/
groups/220350601362776/

Volunteers: We need you!
If you would like to be involved with the
Reserve committee please contact Sue
Produced by:

The Lime Envelope | www.thelime.co.za
(We specialise in Public Relations, Media, Content Generation,
Social Media, Copy Writing, Design & Events).
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